Over the past fifteen years, many aspects of the eighteenth-century British medical world have received the attention of historians. To this already sizeable and growing literature, Susan C Lawrence's book Charitable knowledge makes an impressive addition. What is distinctive about her contribution is its imaginative synthesis of many strands of development and its larger aim of demonstrating why institutions, individuals, and activities in London should be part of the historical analysis of the development of modem medicine. Claimants Jackson's critique of positivist criminology is also salutary, though in the end not equally satisfying. By proposing to focus not on the commission of crimes by criminals but on the processes whereby certain women were suspected of, and prosecuted for, murder (p. 15) Jackson seeks to use court records not to measure the incidence of infanticide, but
